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Three Day Workshop on 'Future Muslim Leaders' Organized by 
the American Center and YMMA 

 
The All Ceylon YMMA 
Conference, in 
collaboration with U.S. 
Embassy in Colombo, 
organized a residential 
workshop from August 
27th to 29th at HARTI 
in Colombo 07.  The 
workshop aimed to 
train young Muslim 
graduates of both 

genders to become leaders of their community. Thirty five young 
graduates from all across the country were selected for the workshop 
through an interview process.  Renowned speakers including social 
media and storytelling experts from the U.S. trained the participants 
on subjects including leadership skills, personality development, 
administrational service and social media. 
 
Justice Saleem Marsoof and American Center Director Chris Teal were 
the chief guests of the event. 
 
All participants received a certificate. YMMA will arrange further follow
-up programs for the participants of this workshop in the near future 
so that they can continue with their personal growth as future 
leaders.  
 

More photos available on Embassy Flicker page: www.flickr.com/photos/usembassycolombo 

New U.S. Ambassador to Sri Lanka & Maldives 

Ambassador Michele J. Sison 

On September 14, U.S. Ambassador 
Michele J. Sison presented her 
credentials as Ambassador to the 
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 
Lanka to His Excellency, President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa.  
 
Ambassador Sison is a career 
member of the United States Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister-
Counselor.  

Michele J. Sison, a career member 
of the U.S. Senior Foreign Service, 
was confirmed by the U.S. Senate 

on June 29, 2012 as the next U.S. 
Ambassador to the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and 
Republic of Maldives. Ambassador 
Sison previously served as the U.S. 
Ambassador to Lebanon (2008-
2010), U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Arab Emirates (2004-2008), 
and Assistant Chief of Mission in 
Baghdad, Iraq (2011-2012). Her full 
bio and a welcome video available 
on Embassy Colombo’s website:  

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov 
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Public Lecture on the Value of Communication 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On September 20, 2012 the American Center 
hosted a presentation on “The Value of 
Communication Today in Sri Lanka” by dynamic 
media personality Mr. Danu Innasithamby. The 

lecture was well attended by school children, 
university students and media personnel in Sri 
Lanka. Danu, who works in radio, television and 
print media, discussed the value of communicating 
in local languages to share information accurately 
as well as build constructive relationships. The 
speaker stressed the importance of communicating 
in Sinhala and Tamil in today’s cultural diverse 
environment and the need for multilingual students 
to help foster reconciliation. Danu explained that 
although many tools can help to create a productive 
multicultural environment, one of the most critical 
is good communication.   
 
The participants heard a very informative speech 
with examples of issues faced by the speaker 
during the days when he was not conversant in 
Sinhala.  

Cultural Affairs Officer Juliana Spaven introduced 
speaker to the participants 

Presentations by Embassy Officials at SLELTA  
 
The State Department’s two English Language 
Fellows in Sri Lanka and Regional English Language 
Officer gave presentations at the recently concluded 
seventh international Sri Lanka English Language 
Teachers' Association (SLELTA) conference in 
Colombo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
English Language Fellow Jake Barber made his 
presentation on supporting women in English as a 
Second Language (ESL) curriculum. The 
presentation introduced ideas for classroom 
instruction involving equal access for women and 
men and supported critical thinking regarding 
sexual bias in the area of langauge curriculum and 
instruction. 

Regional English Language Officer Fife MacDuff 
gave a presentation on English Teaching Forum 
magazine to over 50 teachers.  All of the teachers 
received Forum magazines to assist in their 
lessons.   
 
English Language Fellow Cynthia Yoder presented 
techniques for grammar and vocabulary practice in 
the classroom, one technique using family 
photographs and the other using music and 
chants.  Ms. Yoder encouraged teachers to apply 
the concepts learned to their own classrooms, using 
their own family photos and creating their own 
chants and lyrics to familiar tunes according to their 
students’ needs. 

Regional English Language Officer Fife MacDuff 
joined with Hon. Education Minister  

Bandula Gunawardena to light the oil lamp  
at the opening ceremony 

“Using Family Photos for Grammar Practice” Workshop  
by Cynthia Yoder 

http://exchanges.state.gov/englishteaching/forum-journal.html�
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Open Mic Competitive Poetry Slam – Season VII 

 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The American Center Colombo hosted the ‘Open Mic 
Competitive Poetry Slam – Season VII’ on 
September 27, 2012, providing an opportunity for 
people to showcase their talent and express 
themselves freely through poetry. 
 
Thirteen poets, many of them university and school 
students, presented their poems with their own 
style to an appreciative audience. U.S. Embassy’s 
Outreach Coordinator, Sharmini Sinniah welcomed 

the audience and commended the successful 
continuation of the program and facilitated the 
event jointly with Outreach Assistant, Nowzad 
Jabbar. 
 
Under the category age 12 and below, Hayati 
Rassool won the Best Performance prize and Tehani 
Rassool won the prize of Audience Choice. For 
category age 13 and above, Saambavi Sivaji won 
the Best Performance prize and Manu Morais won 
the prize of Audience Choice.  U.S. Embassy’s 
Cultural Affairs Specialist Chamlie Weerasekera 
presented the certificates and prizes to the winners. 
All the performers were given an American 
publication and a free lifetime membership to the 
American Center Library in Colombo and to 
American Corners in Kandy and Jaffna. 
 
The American Center plans to continue to serve as 
a platform for talented Sri Lankans to express 
themselves freely and creatively by hosting an 
ongoing series of poetry slam competition to be 
held in the coming months. Youth are encouraged 
to participate in these events. 

Activity Base Learning: A Three-Day Workshop 
for Access Teachers 
 

Senior English Language Fellows Cynthia Yoder and 
Jake Barber teamed up to facilitate a three day 
professional development event in Colombo from 
September 4th to 6th for Access  teachers.   
 

Participants included thirty six teachers from ten 
Access centers throughout Sri Lanka.  The Fellows 
introduced student-centered teaching techniques 
designed for Access students to feel empowered in 
relation to program aims in language, leadership 
skills, and civic responsibility. Three-day workshop 
was held at three different Venus, Sri Lanka 
Foundation Institute, Royal College in Colombo and 
the American Center. 

Performers at the Poetry Slam Competition – Season VII 

Jake Barber interacts with English teachers at the  
American Center  

Cynthia Yoder talks to teachers at Royal College 
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Workshops on Movement and Portraiture  

An American celebrated mixed media artist Xaviera 
Simmons together with the artists at Theertha Red 
Dot Gallery recently conducted three workshops on 
movement and portraiture.  
 
The first workshop was held at Gamini Central 
College in Nuwara Eliya for Access microscholarship 
students and the second workshop was held at 
Gamini Maha Vidyala in Polonnaruwa for Access 
students. The third and the final workshop was held 
at the Aluthgama  National College in Beruwela for 
Access students. At all the above workshops the 
program started off with showing the students 
movement and how portraiture connects to 
movement. Finally the students had a make a 

collaborative portraiture with movement and the 
desks and the chairs. They each had to write a 
movement and draw scenery and read it out loud 

and do a movement. Polaroid pictures were taken 
and given to each student.  

Students who participated at the workshop in Beruwela  
pose with Xaviera  

Xaviera with students in Polonnaruwa 

A photo from the workshop held in Nuwara Eliya 

Sri Lanka’s First Creative Writing Course 
 
For the first time in Sri Lanka, a creative writing 
course was conducted by professional and award 
winning Sri Lankan writers at the American 
Center. This program was coordinated by Ameena 
Hussein and Ramya Chamalie Jirasinghe. 
Completion of this program was marked on 
September 26, 2012 with a certificate awarding 
ceremony held at the American Center.  
 
Photo caption: Resource coordinators, participants 
with Embassy Officials pose for a photograph. 

Forthcoming Events 
 
October 18, 5:30 pm: 
 

A presentation by Kevin Kallaugher, Editorial Cartoonist of The Economist, on “Cartoons as a Tool of 
Expression” at the US-Sri Lanka Fulbright Commission Auditorium. Entrance free! 
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U.S. Government Supports Northern Fishermen's Return to Sea 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
U.S. Ambassador to Sri Lanka Michele J. Sison 
handed over fishing supplies to 130 families in 
Kallar, Killinochchi on September 20, 2012.  This 
donation, through the U.S. Embassy’s development 
arm, United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), is part of a larger initiative 

of partnering with families in conflict-affected areas, 
bringing dignity back to their communities.   
 
Although the fisheries sector remains an economic 
mainstay for the Northern Province, its growth 
suffered in recent decades from the longstanding 
conflict, repeated displacements and related 
limitations on sea access. Three years after the 
conflict's conclusion, many displaced fishing families 
are resettling in their communities, but face 
challenges due to lack of equipment.   
 
In addition to providing equipment, USAID 
organizes exposure visits and training programs, 
giving the fishermen of Kallar an opportunity to 
learn new technologies, sustainable fish harvesting 
and environmentally sound practices from southern 
fishermen. 

Ambassador Michele Sison and USAID Mission 
Director James Bednar with members of the fishing 

community assisted by the USAID.  

Sri Lankan Youth Celebrate International Day 
of Peace through Song, Dance and Sport 
 
Ambassador Michele J. Sison joined over seven 
hundred school children and local communities in 
Nedunkerny, Vavuniya last week to celebrate 
International Day of Peace. Youth across Sri Lanka 
from all different ethnic backgrounds spent months 
preparing for this day by participating in awareness 
workshops, camps, cultural programs and sports 
competitions that explored and discussed issues 
related to peace. The International Day of Peace 
celebrations and related activities were supported 
by the USAID.   
 
During the country’s 26-year conflict, the younger 
generations of Sri Lanka grew up amidst instability, 
loss of life, and destruction of property and 
infrastructure. Three years after the conflict, Sri 
Lankan youth are engaging in activities that build 
peace and secure hope for the future. The youth 
participating in the event learned about non-violent 
communication and cross-cultural coping skills, 
positive problem solving, and how to control 
community violence. They demonstrated their trust 
in each other and their desire for peace by joining 
millions of people worldwide in observing the 
International Day of Peace.   
 
The International Day of Peace celebrations were 
part of a USAID-supported initiative to engage Sri 

Lankan youth in peace-building activities, 
demonstrate their solidarity for peace, and raise 
public awareness about the International Day of 
Peace.   
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Monthly Essay Competition 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Essay Competition for School Children on the 
theme of Learn About America 
 

The American Center has organized an essay 
competition for school children which is published in 
Junior Observer of the Sunday Observer. 
 

The monthly essay topic is for children in three age 
categories 12-14 years, 15-16 years and 17-18 
years. 
 

Each age group is given a monthly topic related to 
the United States of America and is asked to write 
an essay with a minimum word count. The students 
can conduct research for their essay at the 
American Center Library in Colombo, at American 
Corner in Kandy and Jaffna, or from sources on IIP 
Digital, a very good internet resource with 
information on the United States, its culture, 
history, literature, politics, tourist attractions and 
much more. 
 

The first three winners in each age group will be 
given a selection of American books, a lifetime 
membership to the American Center Library, and a 
certificate signed by the U.S. Ambassador. A prize 
giving ceremony will be held at the American 
Center Colombo every two months. 
 

Essay topics for August/September are as 
follows: 
 

12-14 years:  Discuss the role of Education in 
youth empowerment. (500 words) 
 

15-16 years: The theme chosen for International 
Youth Day 2012  by the UN is “Building a Better 
World: Partnering with Youth.” Discuss your 
thoughts on this theme. (750 words) 

17-18 years: Dialogue and Mutual Understanding 
will enhance peace in multicultural, multi religious 
backgrounds.  It is believed that young peoples’ 
energy, imagination and initiatives provide crucial 
contributions to enhancing peace and development. 
Discuss your role as youth in enhancing peace and 
development in this world. (1000 words) 

Please see the Junior Observer of the Sunday 
Observer for more details. Closing date October 31, 
2012. 

Winners of the Photography competition- June
-July 2012 
 

12-14 year category 
 
1st Place H. A. Sanduni Poornika,  
  Poramadulla Central College 
2nd Place Dewni Yasara Ekanayake,  
  Devi Balika Vidyalaya, Colombo  
3rd Place Ashnuka Irugalbandara,  
  Gateway College, Colombo 
 

15-16 year category 
 
1st Place Sachitha Kalingamudali,  
  Royal College, Colombo 
2nd Place Kavindu Sivaraj,  
  Gateway College, Kandy 
3rd Place Mohamed Shahid Naushad,  
  Gateway College, Colombo 
 

17-18 year category 
 

1st Place       Sachin Kaveesha Fernando,  
  Lyceum International School,  
  Panadura 

2nd Place Sachin Kaveesha Fernando,  
  Lyceum International School,  
  Panadura  
3rd Place Samitha Malinda Samaranayake,  
  Dharmaraja College, Kandy 

A photograph from the monthly storytelling program held  
at the American Center on September 22, 2012 
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October 2012 

October 9 - The Notebook (2005, 124 minutes)  
 

Behind every great love is a great story. Two teenagers from opposite sides of 
the tracks fall in love during one summer together, but are tragically forced 
apart. When they reunite 7 years later, their passionate romance is rekindled, 
forcing one of them to choose between true love and class order.  
 

October 16 - Maria Full of Grace (2004, 101 minutes)  
 

Maria Alvarez (Catalina Sandino), a bright, spirited 17-year old, lives with three 
generations of her family in a cramped house in rural Colombia. Desperate to 
leave her job stripping thorns from flowers in a rose plantation, Maria accepts a 
lucrative offer to transport packets of heroin-which she must swallow-to the 
United States. The ruthless world of international drug trafficking proves to be 
more than Maria bargained for as she becomes ultimately entangled with both 
drug cartels and immigration officials. The dramatic thriller builds toward a 
conclusion so powerful and revealing it could only be based on a thousand true 
stories.  
 

October 23 - Windtalkers  (2002, 134 minutes)  
 

Having earned Hollywood's respect with blockbusters like Face/Off and Mission: 
Impossible 2, Hong Kong action master John Woo lends his signature style to 
serious World War II action in Windtalkers. Recognizing the long-forgotten 
contribution of Navajo "code talkers," whose use of an unbreakable Navajo-
language radio code was instrumental in defeating the Japanese, the film serves 
as an admirable tribute to those Native American heroes. Unfortunately, it falls 
short of importance with its standard-issue story about a battle-scarred sergeant 
(Nicolas Cage) assigned to protect a code-talker (Adam Beach, from Smoke 
Signals), with unspoken orders to kill him if Japanese capture is imminent. This 
allows for an involving drama of hard-won friendship, but cardboard supporting 
characters suffer in the shadow of nonstop action that's as repetitious as it is 
technically impressive.  
 

October 30 - Touch of Evil (1958, 95 minutes)  
 

Charlton Heston, Janet Leigh and Orson Welles star in this exceptional film noir 
portrait of corruption and morally-compromised obsessions. It tells the story of a 
crooked police chief who frames a Mexican youth as part of an intricate criminal 
plot.  
 
Movies start promptly at 6:00pm every Tuesday. Seating is limited and is first-come, first-served. 

Please contact the American Center at amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 249-8146 with any 

questions. Entrance free ! 

 

Movies for Youth at the American Center 

October 13, 3:30 pm October 20, 3:30 pm October 27, 3:30 pm 

The Little Mermaid Road to El Dorado How to Train Your Dragon 
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